
3/22/20 
 
As of today: 23 cases in Puerto Rico, 26,000+ in the United States (third in the world), 300,000+ 
cases worldwide. 14,500 deaths, and almost 100,000 recoveries.  
 

China’s government has been saying that their quarantine measures have been working, 
since no new infections are being reported.  China is the country with the most cases as of now 1

with 81,000 cases and 3,200 deaths.  
Italy has been reporting an average of 500 deaths per day. Its hospitals are 

overburdened and lockdown gets tighter and tighter everyday. Italy is second in place, with 
nearly 60,000 and 5,400 deaths; the most reported deaths in any country as of today.  

In third place comes the United States, a recently afflicted country when compared to 
other countries globally. Some states have started to restrict testing, and are only using them for 
high-risk patients. This time last week in the US, there were 3,000 cases and 68 deaths. Today 
those numbers rose to 30,000 and 414. Half of them are in New York, the state now recognized 
by the press everywhere as the “epicenter of the outbreak in the U.S.” 

 
Very curiously, you see the three different situations that countries find themselves in 

with this crisis: China represents what happens when quarantine begins to work, and people 
stop getting infected. Italy exemplifies when people are in the middle of the crisis. United 
States? Shows how it begins.  2

 
 
Back in Puerto Rico, yesterday was the first reported COVID-19 related death: an italian 

68-year old which came in on the Costa Luminosa Cruiseship.  The police are giving fines and 3

arresting people who leave their houses without a proper motive (to buy food, gas or other 
resources). Tourists keep arriving on the island, taking advantage of the cheap tickets.  Some 4

locals are staying in, others are ignoring the rules.  

1 Hard to believe anything the Chinese government says, considering that they hid the outbreak in the first 
place. It was first detected in Wuhan on November 17th 2019, but it was not acknowledged by the 
government until December 31st. Doctors who tried to warn colleagues and the world of the virus were 
targeted by the government. One doctor, Dr. Li Wenliang, died after reporting and warning the world 
about COVID-19. A lot of the blame on behalf of the global community falls on China’s government for 
hiding the initial outbreak. 
2 All three countries demonstrated ignorance of the virus’s magnitude at first. China cracked down hard, 
but they did not start early. Italy started early, but didn’t crack down hard. The United States seems to not 
be doing either as of yet, either promoting the need for quarantine or starting with other measures. 
3 The scandal behind this is that this cruise ship travelled to other places and its passengers and crew 
were not allowed to get off at their destination because of the ongoing crisis. Yet when the ship arrived in 
Puerto Rico, 96% of passengers, and some of the crew, got off and walked throughout all of Viejo San 
Juan the capital of Puerto Rico touristing. That italian person was considered the first one to “bring it to 
the island.” 
4 These are the people posing a threat to the islands. They come from other places, are the only ones 
driving through the island from one place to the other, and are hosting humongous parties in 
private-owned AirBNB stays. The police ignore them while continuing to crack down on locals. 

https://news.sky.com/story/chinese-doctor-li-wenliang-who-was-punished-for-early-coronavirus-warning-dies-of-disease-11927777


 
Our lives consist of different forms of social media: Twitter, TikTok, Instagram, 

WhatsApp group chats, etc.  Jokes and memes include discussing the lengths that people 5

would go to entertain themselves in quarantine, even if the lengths are morally and ethically 
questionable.  Artists from Puerto Rico are hosting virtual concerts, in which they perform from 6

their houses or apartments live through their Youtube or Instagram accounts.   7

 
My friend from college, currently living in Nevada, sent me two texts this morning asking, 

“WHY ISNT THE US ON A NATIONAL LOCK DOWN?” // “WE HAVE THE THIRD HIGHEST 
CASES IN THE WORLD BEHIND ITALY AND CHINA!!” Immediately after, she followed it with 
another text, “goodmorning”. 
 

5 A lot of people do not acknowledge TikTok as a social media entertainment platform. I am one of them. 
Many of my friends who used to think the same have succumbed to using TikTok because of boredom. I 
hope I can defeat the temptation. 
6 Just jokes, don’t worry. 
7 I tuned into one myself, yesterday, from this hip-hop artist called PJ Sin Suela. Last night, 60,000 people 
tuned in to see Tommy Torres’ virtual concert. Today, I’m hoping I can tune in to a string of concerts, all 
hosted on Instagram live. Four really well-known artists are tuning in. 

 
 


